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January 30, 2026 

 

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 
Minister of Finance  

c/o Communications Services Branch  

Frost Building North, 3rd Floor 
95 Grosvenor Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1Z1 

 

Ontario 2026 Budget Consultation Submission 
  
 
Introduction 

  
Peel is one of Ontario’s fastest growing communities and yet Peel ranks dead last in 
funding per capita for many social services. Peel is home to 1.66 million residents 
and over 200,000 businesses. Despite the region’s economic significance, Peel 
continues to face persistent challenges.  
 
It is urgent that Ontario government increase investment to improve outcomes for 
Peel residents. Community services, like housing and child care not only supports 
residents who face challenges, those investments also produce savings by 
preventing the need for more expensive services like health care, shelters and 
emergency services.  
 
There is an opportunity for the province to close the growing gap in Peel through 
targeted investments. We recommend the this budget: 

  
1. Address Funding Shortfalls in Peel 

Peel’s community services have rallied together to highlight the shortfall of $868 
million in annual provincial funding to Peel’s diverse community.  

  
This Budget should: 

• Increase funding for health, education and social service programs in 
Peel to reflect the needs of region’s rapidly growing and diverse 
community.  

• Work with municipal and community leaders for solutions to address 
this funding gap. 

  
2. Expand Affordable and Supportive Housing and Preserve Existing Stock 

In Peel, 101,516 households lack adequate, affordable, and suitable housing. 
Though Peel is half the population of Toronto, but has about 1/6 as much social 
housing. Peel is bigger than Ottawa, but has about half as much social housing. In 
2024, the Homelessness Point-in-Time count results showed a 223% increase in 
homelessness compared to 2021, with encampments up 111%.  

https://communitymetamorphosis.ca/resources/reports-and-research/provincial-funding-in-peel-region/
https://communitymetamorphosis.ca/resources/reports-and-research/provincial-funding-in-peel-region/
https://peelregion.ca/sites/default/files/2025-11/budget_2026_housing_support_presentation_v3.pdf
https://pub-peelregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=39151
https://pub-peelregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=39151
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• This Budget should: 
• Increase funding for affordable housing to, build, maintain, and preserve 

affordable homes in Peel. 
• Increase investment in community non-profit housing and homelessness 

programs to address the root causes of homelessness.  
  
3. Address Food Insecurity through Upstream Solutions 

In 2023, Peel Regional Council declared food insecurity a crisis where 
approximately 28% of households in Peel experienced food insecurity. With Peel 
Food agencies reporting  40 to 60% increase in visits year-over-year. The rising 
cost of living continues to be a primary cause of food insecurity as food prices 
rise faster than the rate of inflation.  

  
This Budget should: 

• Improve income supports to enable people to afford both shelter and 
food.  
 

4. Improve Welfare 
OW and ODSP rates remain far below the cost of living, with a single recipient 
receiving $733/month from OW and $1,408/month from ODSP, while an average 
rental for a studio apartment in Peel exceeds $1700/month. Earnings 
exemptions for OW remain low, penalizing people receiving OW when they take 
steps to get stared back in the work force.  
 
This Budget should: 

• Increase OW and ODSP rates to meet the real cost of living for people in 
receipt of social assistance. 

• Raise allowable earnings for people receiving OW to align with the 
earnings exemptions for ODSP, so that OW recipients can earn extra 
income without having it deducted from their cheque. 

 
5. Invest in Mental Health Services 

Peel gest 49% less funding than the Ontario average for youth mental health and 
has about half as many mental health service providers as the average 
community 
This Budget should: 

• Increase investment in mental health services to bring Peel up to typical 
provincial levels.  

 
6. Continue to invest in child care  

Child care costs in Peel are among the most expensive in Canada. Currently, 81% 
of families with children who receive subsidies get care for $10 a day or less. 
Even with the Canada Wide Early Learning Child Care (CWELCC) program, many 
families in Peel need financial assistance to afford child care. 

 
This Budget should: 

• Ensure that investments are made in child care to expand the system to 
meet Peel’s needs. 

https://pub-peelregion.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=fd065984-57f4-4f78-a4ab-a7748f652a15&Agenda=PostMinutes&lang=English&Item=31&Tab=attachments
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Health-Equity/Household-Food-Insecurity
https://pub-peelregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=37796
https://www.dailybread.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WH-Single-Spread-29OCT2025.pdf
https://www.dailybread.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WH-Single-Spread-29OCT2025.pdf
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/professionals/housing-markets-data-and-research/market-reports/rental-market-reports-major-centres?selected=gtaDiv
https://everymind.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Optimized-EveryMind-2024-2027-Lead-Agency-Plan-for-Peel.pdf
https://www.ontariohealth.ca/content/dam/ontariohealth/documents/business-plan-2024-25.pdf,%20results
https://peelregion.ca/sites/default/files/2025-11/budget_2026_early_years_and_child_care_business_plan.pdf
https://peelregion.ca/sites/default/files/2025-11/budget_2026_early_years_and_child_care_business_plan.pdf
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These investments serve everyone 
The lack of affordable housing, means more people live in encampments and face 
poorer health, and mental health and show a greater use of community and 
government funded resources through hospital visits, shelter stays, and correction 
facilities. One Toronto study indicated that unhoused individuals had nearly seven 
times higher unadjusted costs to people who were housed.  The Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario also reported that every $10 spent on prevention saves 
$21 in emergency services, policing and health care costs.  
 
Investing in these programs also provides a return on investment through 
supporting the economy.  Research has demonstrated that additional child care 
spaces support workforce participation by parents, which increases provincial tax 
revenues and economic growth. The Canada-wide Early Learning and Child Care 
plan estimates that for every dollar spent on childhood education, the broader 
economy receives between $1.50 and $2.80 in return.  Studies also show that every 
three child care spaces adds one worker to the economy, increasing GDP by about 
$90,000.  
 
The evidence demonstrates that spending on people and community services  is a 
sound investment. While some strides have been made to address certain key 
priorities affecting Peel residents, Peel’s rapid growth and funding shortfalls 
continue to impact employment opportunities, affordability and the need for 
services.  
 

https://homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/Cost_of_Homelessness_Pomeroy_English.pdf
https://homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/Cost_of_Homelessness_Pomeroy_English.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12913-024-11501-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12913-024-11501-2
https://www.amo.on.ca/sites/default/files/assets/DOCUMENTS/Reports/2025/2025-01-08-EndingChronicHomelessnessinOntario.pdf
https://www.amo.on.ca/sites/default/files/assets/DOCUMENTS/Reports/2025/2025-01-08-EndingChronicHomelessnessinOntario.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/04/budget-2021-a-canada-wide-early-learning-and-child-care-plan.html

