
Peel Region faces critical underfunding in many essential services. Peel gets far less, per capita, from the Provincial 
Government than comparable communities across Ontario. 

These funding shortfalls have long accumulated through Peel’s rapid growth, as well as systemic underinvestment. 
They have also accumulated through infrastructure deficits — including fewer child care spaces, long-term care 
beds, and social housing units — which has impacted social, economic, and health outcomes across Peel.

Long-term Care and Home Care

•     Despite recent investments from the provincial 
      government, Peel is still below the provincial 
      average for long-term care beds.
•     As of 2024, Peel was 1,753 long-term care 
      beds behind, with wait times 35% longer.
•     Per capita funding for home care is $211.43; 
      the provincial average is 27% higher.
•     Service shortages cost the province as much as 
      $102 million in added hospital stays.

Child Care

•     Peel’s per-child funding (~$4,517) is less than 
      Ottawa ($5,299) and Toronto ($7,268).
•     Peel needs almost 6,000 new child care spaces 
      to catch up to Ottawa.

Public Health and Legal Aid

•     Peel’s per capita public health funding ($42) is far 
      below Ontario’s average ($67).
•     Legal aid per capita in Peel (~$22.30) is almost 
      half the provincial average ($38.66).

Housing and Homelessness

•     Homelessness in Peel has increased by 223% 
      since 2021. 
•     Peel has 8.5 units of affordable housing per 1,000 
       residents, about one third of Toronto’s 25.3.
•     97,000 households are in core housing need, 
       with 32,329 households on the waitlist for 
       social housing.

Mental Health

•     Peel’s per capita mental health funding is 
      less than ½the Ontario average.
•     Peel has ½ as many mental health services 
      and 2/3 as many support services as 
      comparable communities.

Food Security

•     24.7% of Peel households face food insecurity — 
      one of the highest percentages of any Ontario 
      municipality.
•     Peel’s food banks see over 100,000 visits annually 
      — a 58% increase since 2023.

These entrenched gaps, across multiple sectors are having profound impacts on Peel and its residents. 
But the situation in Peel can be remedied. The non-profit sector, provincial and regional governments can 
work in partnership to identify targeted investments that bridge gaps while developing a long-term plan that 
fixes the funding formulas. With Ontario’s help, Peel can thrive, supporting residents with the same services 
as the rest of the Province.
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